PACIFIC MARINE CONSERVATION CAUCUS
1037 Madore Avenue, Coquitlam, BC V3K 3B7 Phone: 604-936-9474 Fax: 604-936-5150
Web: www.mccpacific.org

March 26, 2012

The Right Hon. Stephen Joseph Harper, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

Langevin Building

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa ON K1A 0A6

Dear Prime Minister Harper,

Re. Potential amendments to section 35 of the Fisheries Act

The Pacific Marine Conservation Caucus (PMCC) echoes the concerns of a large number of Canadians
who strongly oppose the removal, or weakening, of habitat provisions in the Fisheries Act. Numerous
negative opinions have been publicly voiced recently in regards to this issue (see appendix below).

Taking habitat protection out of the Fisheries Act would be a betrayal to the interests of Canadians,
both because so many depend on fish but also because we all depend on clean water that the
Fisheries Act helps protect. Recent polls have shown that a majority of Canadians place an extremely
high value on wild salmon, and furthermore, believe that more—not less—must be done to protect
salmon and salmon habitat. Sacrificing fish habitat in an attempt to expedite development for some
large industries is short-sighted and dismisses the values of many Canadians.

The PMCC concurs with the concerns of the 625 scientists who recently urged you to abandon any
initiative that would jeopardize many important fish stocks and the lakes, estuaries and rivers that
support them. We agree that the weakening of habitat protections in section 35 of the Fisheries Act
will negatively impact water quality and fisheries across the country, and could undermine Canada’s
international credibility on environmental protection.

The PMCC also agrees with the scientists and Canadians who urge you to make changes based only on
the best science and only after appropriate consultations with affected citizens.

In summary, weakening the habitat protection provisions of the Fisheries Act would be a most unwise
action, which would jeopardize a national treasure, and seriously compromise trust in government.

Sincerely,
C«? 7.8

Craig Orr, Ph.D., PMCC Chair
On behalf of the Pacific Marine Conservation Caucus


http://www.mccpacific.org/
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Appendix: Negative letters, online media, and petitions in
regards to alleged changes to Fisheries Act

Letters

March 14, 2012 letter from Trout Unlimited Canada
http://www.mccpacific.org/fisheriesact/TroutUnlimited-FisheriesAct-Mar14 2012.pdf

March 15, 2012 letter from the BC Wildlife Federation
http://www.mccpacific.org/fisheriesact/BCWF-FisheriesAct-Mar15 2012.pdf

March 19, 2012 letter from the Canadian Society for Ecology and Evolution
http://www.mccpacific.org/fisheriesact/CSEE-FisheriesAct-Mar19 2012.pdf

March 20, 2012 letter from the CNGO Collaborative n Fish Habitat Management
http://www.mccpacific.org/fisheriesact/CNGO-FisheriesAct-Mar20 2012.pdf

March 20, 2012 letter from Canadian Aquatic Resources Section and the American Fisheries Society
http://www.mccpacific.org/fisheriesact/AFS-CARS-FisheriesAct-Mar20 2012.pdf

March 22, 2012 letter from over 600 scientists
http://www.mccpacific.org/fisheriesact/CanadianScientists-FisheriesAct-Mar22 2012.pdf

March 25, 2012 letter from the Association of Professional Biology
http://www.mccpacific.org/fisheriesact/APB-FisheriesAct-Mar25 2012.pdf

Media

http://www2.canada.com/nanaimodailynews/story.htm|?id=d1b3d7f8-ecab-4eec-b1b1-fb983979b06a
Feds should listen to critics, Nanaimo Daily News, March 26, 2012

http://asf.ca/news.php?id=857 Fisheries Act changes could affect wild salmon, Telegraph Journal, March
26,2012

http://www.fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=268&id=50927&l=e&special=&ndb
=1%20target Scientists push against changes to the Fisheries Act, FIS, Natalia Real, March 26, 2012

http://www.ctv.ca/CTVNews/Canada/20120321/budget-signals-environmental-rule-change-120321/
Budget to signal change to environmental rules, CTV, March 25, 2012

http://thetyee.ca/News/2012/03/24/Fisheries-Act-Gutting/ Don’t gut Fisheries Act, plead 625 scientists,
The Tyee, Andrew Nikiforuk, March 24, 2012

http://www.thewhig.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3510995 Something fishy, The Kingston Whig Standard,
Elliot Ferguson, March 24, 2012

http://www.burnabynow.com/technology/Scientists+rally+save+fish+habitat/6347579/story.html
Scientists rally to save fish habitat, Jennifer Moreau, Burnaby Now, March 23, 2012

http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/Scientists+pressure+over+Fisheries/6347453/story.html
Scientists pressure PM over Fisheries Act, Vancouver Sun, Peter O’Neil, March 23, 2012
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http://www.edmontonjournal.com/technology/water+down+Fisheries+scientiststurge/6346617/story.
html Don’t water down Fisheries Act, scientists urge, Edmonton Journal, Peter O’Neil, March 23, 2012

http://thechronicleherald.ca/canada/76553-don-t-remove-habitat-protection-fisheries-scientists-urge-
ottawa Don’t remove habitat protection, fisheries scientists urge Ottawa, Herald News, Colin Perkel,
March 23, 2012

http://www.canada.com/Ducking+Duncan+criticized+being/6347160/story.htm| Ducking Duncan being
criticized for being M.I.A., Campbell River Courier Islander, Dan Maclennan, March 23, 2012

http://www.thetelegram.com/News/Local/2012-03-23/article-2937465/0pposition-grows-to-possible-
Fisheries-Act-changes/1 Opposition grows to possible Fisheries Act changes, The Telegram, Ashley
Fitzpatrick, March 23, 2012

http://www.canada.com/Leave+Section+alone/6347168/story.html Leave Section 35 alone, Postmedia
News, Haig Brown Institute, March 23, 2012

http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/Pressure+mounts+against+changes+Fisheries/6344260/stor
y.html Pressure mounts against changes to Fisheries Act, Vancouver Sun, Peter O'Neil, March 22, 2012

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/technology/Pressure+tmounts+against+changes+Fisheries/6344260/stor
y.html Pressure mounts to changes to Fisheries Act, Ottawa Citizen, Peter O’Neil, March 22, 2012

http://www.capebretonpost.com/News/Local/2012-03-22/article-2937362/Minister-reviewing-
submissions-on-fisheries-changes/1 Minister reviewing submissions on fisheries changes, Cape Breton
Post, Julie Collins, March 22, 2012

http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/story/2012/03/22/environment-fisheries-act-scientists-letter.html
Don’t ease fish protection rules, PM urged, CBC News, March 22, 2012

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/technology/Ottawa+Riverkeeper+calls+publict+consultations+Fisheries/6
338821 /story.html Ottawa Riverkeeper calls for public consultations on Fisheries Act, Ottawa Citizen,
Karen Ladouceur, March 22, 2012

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ottawa-notebook/dont-gut-fisheries-act-scientists-
urge-harper/article2377774/ Don’t gut Fisheries Act, scientists urge Harper, Globe and Mail, Gloria
Galloway, March 22, 2012

http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/politics/article/1150501--noted-scientists-warn-stephen-harper-
against-fisheries-act-changes Noted scientists warn Stephen Harper warn against Fisheries Act changes.
The Toronto Star, Colin Perkel, March 22, 2012

http://thenelsondaily.com/news/local-mp-criticizes-fed-plans-gut-fisheries-act-18053 Local MP criticizes
Fed plans to gut Fisheries Act, The Nelson Daily, March 22, 2012

http://www.thetelegram.com/News/Local/2012-03-22/article-2936510/Wave-of-opposition-to-
possible-Fisheries-Act-changes/1 Wave of opposition to possible Fisheries Act changes, The Telegram,
Ashley Fitzpatrick, March 22, 2012

http://www.royalcityrecord.com/Scientists+speak+against+possible+Fisheries+changes/6343219/story.
html Scientists speak against possible Fisheries Act changes, The Record, Jennifer Moreau, March 22,
2012
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http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ottawa-wants-to-bow-out-of-regulating-fish-habitat-
documents-show/article2368513/ Ottawa wants to bow out of regulating fish habitat documents show,
Globe and Mail, Gloria Galloway, March 22, 2012

http://www.thewesternstar.com/Arts-Life/Environment/2012-03-22/article-2936367/Former-DFO-
biologist,-local-anglers%26rsquo-group-worried-about-habitat-protection-laws/1 Former DFO biologist,
local anglers group worried about habitat protection laws, The Western Star, Gary Kean, March 22, 2012

http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Harper+government+warned+scientists+weaken+Fisheries/63427
08/story.html Don’t water down Fisheries Act, scientists urge Harper in letter, Vancouver Sun, Peter
O’Neil, March 22, 2012

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/opinion/fish-habitat-why-rock-the-
boat/article2375800/?utm medium=Feeds%3A%20RSS%2FAtom&utm source=Home&utm content=23
75800 Why rock the boat? Globe and Mail, Ngaio Hotte and Rashid Sumaila, March 22, 2012

http://www.mapleridgenews.com/opinion/143845936.html BC is open for work around streams, Maple
Ridge News, Jack Emberly, March 22, 2012

http://www.saobserver.net/opinion/143844846.htm| Government trying to rewrite act, Salmon Arm
Observer, James Murray, March 22, 2012

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/story/2012/03/21/budget-environmental-cp.html Federal budget may
rile environmentalists, CBC News, March 21, 2012

http://www.canada.com/money/6334857/story.html You can’t eat money, Postmedia News Sandy
Schruder, March 21, 2012

http://www.timescolonist.com/technology/Discussion+needed+fisheries+changes/6335387/story.html
Discussion needed in fisheries changes, Times Colonist, Susan Rowntree, March 21, 2012

http://www.burnabynow.com/news/Angelo+wants+publictdebate+potential+habitat+change/6335252
/story.html Angelo wants public debate on potential habitat change, Burnaby Now, Jennifer Moreau,
March 21, 2012

http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Fisheries%2Bplan%2Bdraws%2Bmore%2Bheat%2Bfrom%2Bright/
6335147/story.html Fisheries plan draws more heat from right, Vancouver Sun, Peter O’Neil, March 21,
2012

http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/Second+former+fisheries+minister+rips+reported+changes+Fis
heries/6332377/story.htm| Second former fisheries minister rips reported changes to Fisheries Act,
Montreal Gazette, Peter O’Neil, March 20, 2012

http://www.theprogress.com/opinion/143510896.html Don’t sacrifice protection in the name of
efficiency, Chilliwack Progress, March 20, 2012

http://www.campbellrivermirror.com/news/143553626.html Fisheries Act changes under fire, Campbell
River Mirror, Kristen Douglas, March 20 2012

http://www.mapleridgenews.com/news/142863675.html Maple Ridge river groups worried over
Fisheries Act, Maple Ridge News, Phil Melnychuk, March 20, 2012

http://www?2.canada.com/topics/news/story.html?id=6332377 Second former fisheries minister rips
reported changes to Fisheries Act, Postmedia News, Peter O’Neil, March 20, 2012
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http://www.langleyadvance.com/Fish+floundering+behind+economy/6328468/story.html Fish
floundering behind economy, Langley Advance, March 20, 2012

http://www.vancouverobserver.com/sustainability/2012/03/19/harper-tories-changes-fisheries-act-
shock-oceans-advocates Harper Tories’ changes to Fisheries Act shock ocean advocates Vancouver
Observer, Alexis Stoymenoff, March 19, 2012

http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/cameron-fenton/canada-fisheries-act b 1354226.html Government to
gut the Fisheries Act, Huffington Post, Cameron Fenton, March 19, 2012

http://www.canada.com/news/Former+minister+decries+tinkering+with+Fisheries/6316259/story.html
former Minister decries tinkering with Fisheries Act, Postmedia News, Peter O’Neil, March 16, 2012

http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Former+minister+decries+tinkering+with+Fisheries/6316346/stor
y.html former Minister decries tinkering with Fisheries Act, Vancouver Sun, Peter O’Neil, March 16, 2012

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/british-columbia/ottawa-defends-proposed-fisheries-
act-changes/article2372325/ Ottawa defends proposed fisheries act changes, Globe and Mail, Mark
Hume, March 16, 2012

http://www.vancouversun.com/Proposed+Fisheries+changes+weaken+protection/6311732/story.html
proposed Fisheries Act changes weaken protection, Vancouver Sun, Nikki Skuce, March 16, 2012

http://www.edmontonjournal.com/Tories+blasted+over+Fisheries+changes/6305193/story.html Tories
blasted over Fisheries Act changes, Peter O’Neil, Edmonton Journal, March 15, 2012

http://aptn.ca/pages/news/2012/03/15/conservationist-changes-to-fisheries-act-are-a-bit-of-a-dirty-
trick/ Conservationist: changes to Fisheries Act are a “bit of a dirty trick”, APTN National News, March
15, 2012

http://www.kelownacapnews.com/opinion/142814175.html Speak up because we can make a
difference, Kelowna Capital News, Judie Steeves, March 15, 2012

http://www.theprovince.com/technology/Feds+Fisheries+Opposition/6303417/story.html Feds out to
gut Fisheries Act: Opposition MPs, The Province, Peter O’Neil, March 14, 2012

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Leaked+info+alleges+Tories+removing+habitat+protection+from+Fisheri
es/6295018/story.html Leaked info alleges Tories removing habitat protection from Fisheries Act,
Ottawa Citizen, Jennifer Moreau, March 14, 2012

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/technology/Ottawa+eyes+changes+Fisheries/6300221/story.html
Ottawa eyes changes to Fisheries Act, Ottawa Citizen, Peter O’Neil, Mike DeSouza, March 14, 2012

http://www.thestarphoenix.com/technology/Feds+Fisheries+Opposition/6303417/story.html Feds out
to gut Fisheries Act: opposition MPs, The Star Phoenix, Peter O’Neil, March 14, 2012

http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/canada/Leaked+info+alleges+Tories+removing+habitat+protec
tion+from+Fisheries/6295018/story.html Leaked info alleges Tories removing habitat protection from
Fisheries Act, Montreal Gazette, Jennifer Moreau, March 14, 2012

http://www.burnabynow.com/news/Fisheries+change+alarming/6335257/story.html Fisheries Act
change alarming, Burnaby Now, Alan C. James, March 14, 2012
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http://www.ottawacitizen.com/technology/Feds+Fisheries+Opposition/6303417/story.html| Feds out to
gut Fisheries Act: Opposition MPs, Postmedia News, Peter O’Neil, March 14, 2012

http://www.edmontonjournal.com/technology/Changes+Fisheries+would+death+blow+Green+party+w
arns/6302821/story.html Changes to Fisheries Act would be ‘death blow,” Green Party warns, Edmonton
Journal, Peter O’Neil, March 14, 2012

http://thechronicleherald.ca/canada/73413-feds-neutering-fisheries-act Feds “neutering” Fisheries Act,
Herald News, Heather Scoffield, March 14, 2012
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