
 

 
 
The Honourable Joyce Murray, M.P. 
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian Coast Guard 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 
 
Dear Minister Murray; 
 
Re: Verifiable Monitoring and Assessment of South Coast Recreational Chinook Fisheries 
 
It has come to our attention that you are being urged to expand marine recreational fishing opportunities in 
southern BC beginning early this spring. The recreational industry is arguing that you should grant this 
expansion because the sports fishing infrastructure that supports the fishery is ‘collapsing’. In reality, the 2021 
catch of chinook in the areas the industry says it is most concerned about was down only 2% relative to the 10-
year average.  
 
But more importantly, the Salmon Sub-Committee of the Marine Conservation Caucus believes that there 
should be no expansion of marine recreational chinook fisheries on the south coast until a monitoring and 
assessment framework, supported by First Nations, is in place that provides verifiable, accurate estimates of 
retained catch, legal releases, sub-legal releases, stock composition of all encounters, compliance, and 
Fishery Related Incidental Mortality (FRIM). 
 
We believe the framework must have the following critical fishery dependent and fishery independent 
components: dockside sampling, volunteer angling reports, effort surveys, and test fishing. The above 
components are based on a similar framework put in place by the Washington State Tribes and Washington 
State to monitor and assess their marine recreational chinook fisheries (Baltzell 2020). It also embraces the 
guidance provided by three recent CSAS reports (Patterson et al. 2017, Allard and Benoit 2019, and 
Beauchamp et al. 2019). 
 
The attached chart diagrams how a verifiable monitoring and assessment framework might be integrated with 
First Nations management and assessment programs. We would leave any integration of the Framework into 
First Nations/DFO management and assessment structures to the respective parties to discuss.  
 
What is critical is that the four fishery independent and dependent components identified in the chart are 
incorporated into the monitoring and assessment of marine recreational chinook fisheries before any 
expansion of recreational fisheries is considered. 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with you. 
 
Yours truly  
 

___________________________ 

Marine Conservation Caucus 
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